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Europe and the world recently commemorated the 60th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz, a sobering and soul-searching occasion for men and 
women sensitive to the dignity of human life, and the values of justice and 
freedom.  With our Holy Father, Pope John Paul II, we òbow our heads 
before all those who experienced this manifestation of the ômystery of 
evilõ.ó One of our Carmelite sisters, now canonized as St. Teresa Benedicta 
of the Cross (Edith Stein) from the Cologne Carmel, was among the millions 
killed there. We are devoting this issue to her. 

We are half way through the year of the 
Eucharist, which reminds us of Jesusõ 
love for us and of our bond of union with 
one another in Him. In the YCG meetings, 
Father Greg will focus on this mystery in its 
scriptural, theological and spiritual aspects. 
Communion is at the heart of our Christian  
life: communion with Jesus in the Trinity, 
with our brothers and sisters in Him, with 
all people and with creation. Sister Lucia, 
one of three children entrusted with the 
Fatima message, lived it to the full. We 
have reprinted a brief extract from the 
newsletter of our Generalate in Rome after 
her death in Coimbra Carmel last month. 
We pray for love and simplicity like hers. øGlvmwx mr Eywgl{mx~ù 
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Sister Lucia dies
On February 13th, in Coimbra Carmel, Portugal,  
our Carmelite Sister Lucia went to her eternal 
reward. She, together with her cousins, Jacinta and 
Francesco, was a witness to the numerous apparitions 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Fatima, beginning on 
May 13, 1917.  The other two visionaries died young, 
as the Blessed Virgin had predicted, and have since 
been declared Blessed by the Church.

Our Sister lived humbly and quietly in her community, combining a prayerful-
contemplative life with an intense letter-writing ministry, with which she 
comforted distressed people, replied to VIPs, encouraged her readers to believe 
and trust in God, always zealous in her devotion to Mary.  The Popes have always 
held her in great esteem.  The message that the Virgin had entrusted to the 
three shepherds touched upon present and future events.  Pope John Paul II 
was particularly fond of this simple Carmelite religious.  He met her on several 
occasions, expressing his clear devotion to our Lady of Fatima, returning there 
three times on pilgrimage. A year after the attempt to assassinate him in St 
Peterõs square, he offered the Blessed Virgin the bullet that almost killed him: 
it was placed in the crown of Maryõs statue.
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